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Dear Family and Friends,
It is hard to believe we have been home for 9 months. Our travels seem so far away and close at the same time.
We have moved twice already since we have been home and now we live in Esquimalt, almost on the Gorge waterway with lovely water views. It is a nice solid cozy home. We have finally been caught by winter though. We could not outrun it any more. I count the days until I can wear flip flops again.
I am back at work and it now feels like I never left. Except for the fact I can sometimes be seen day dreaming and you can be guaranteed that my mind is  a thousand miles away. I play the game 'where was I a year ago today' often.  A year ago today as I write this we were in Bangkok. 
Dwayne had trouble finding work when we returned, a true sign of the downturn in the economy. After dozens of resumes and dozens of disappointments, he created a small cleaning business and his client is my sister and her husband's new restaurant. The past year has shown him that his true passion is photography, something he was very interested in years ago, and has now realized that this is what he wants to do. He is currently working on setting up his photography business and I am excited about his new venture.
Nicole is working and living in Fort McMurray, Alberta. I know many are asking why on earth she is there. The last year for Nicole has shown her that she wants to travel more and that in order to do this she needs to make money and save up. Fort Mac, as it is called, is an oil boom town where a cute little girl from Victoria can clear hundreds in dollars in tips a night. She wants to go to Africa and build schools and help dig wells. I am not making that up.
Luc is working at the restaurant and going to school. At first he worked full-time and went to school part-time, but he has decreased his hours at work and increased his hours at school. He made this decision himself, and I am not making that up either. He plans on moving abroad when he is 18 and is working towards that goal. Right now we are keeping it under wraps as to where it is he wants to move. Perhaps one year we will not be that far behind him though.
Lastly, our beloved dog Cash is happy that his family is home. He did not even mind the move again a couple of weeks ago. The fact it was in a blizzard and that he loves loves the snow probably helped.
Have a wonderful holiday season whether it is Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, or Festivus,
With love,
Lisa, Dwayne, Nicole, Luc, and Cash
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